Potential role of orbitofrontal surface morphology on social and cognitive functions in high-risk subjects for psychosis and schizophrenia patients.
This MRI study examined the surface morphology of the orbitofrontal cortex (OFC) and its relation to social and cognitive functions in 38 individuals with at-risk mental state (ARMS) and 63 schizophrenia patients in comparison with 61 healthy controls. The ARMS and schizophrenia groups had increased right OFC Type III expression and fewer orbital sulci, which were partly associated with social and cognitive impairments. OFC underdevelopment may underlie vulnerability to psychosis, as well as the core clinical features of the illness.